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This Project starts with the acknowledgment of a conceptual challenge which structures the idea that 
generates the proposal: Which characteristics could an overlook have to be attractive even when all its 
natural surroundings offer interesting (and similar) views? This is due to the fact that the project is located 
in the top edge of the crater of an active volcano that has a lake inside of it, which creates multiple viewing 
opportunities along its surroundings. The overlook is planned to settle in the superior edge of the crater, 
its main objective is to create a structure that allows the uninterrupted observation of the surroundings 
where the users can safely reach border of the cliff. However, the conceptual challenge explained above 
remains, where the site chosen for the overlook has a very similar view to the rest of the border of the crater. 
Therefore, the analysis is focused on what other experiences could the overlook offer to become an interest 
point in the area. 
The response that this project delivers is based on creating opportunities for the visitor to see the landscape 
in different ways than from any other point in the crater. The experience of the user is enriched through 
the creation of a platform extending from the edge of the crater over the cliff looking to give the visitor the 
opportunity to “fly” over the landscape producing an almost vertigo like sensation. At the same time, a space 
for passive viewing is created, where the user is protected from the elements and is able to have a moment 
of contemplation and introspection.  The attempt to provide these opposite, but complementary experiences 
for the user results in the creation of a structure which comprises of an upper platform that extents further 
beyond the border of the crater, and, directly underneath, bleachers that follow the natural slope where 
users have the opportunity to rest and enjoy the natural landscape. These simple, but clear, architectonic 
gestures give the visitor the opportunity to have a different experience than what could be found in the rest 
of the crater.
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